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Aa ATT 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

When Ignorance, Superstition, and Bigotry are 
united, the wildest theories, the most absurd systems 
and inhuman practices prevail. The truth of this 
is evinced by the abominations of the followers of 
Juggernaut, by the multitudes who in all ages have 
been sacrificed at the altar of religious persecution, 
and by the experience of every man who has thought 
proper to inquire into the subject. Men possessed 
of sound judgment, sober reasoning, and perfect 
self-command on every other subject, seem to get 
completely deranged the moment they enter upon 
religious topics. "The conduct of some of the cler- 
zy of this city, has led to the publication of these 
remarks. They, after deserting their respective 
charges at the approach of the fever, like the hire- 
ling at sight of the wolf, instead of exerting their 
endeavours for the relief of the afflicted inhabitants, 
instead of visiting the sick, the poor and needy, 
braving the pestilence in the discharge of the last 
offices to the expiring sufferers, in a word, after 
acting the complete reverse of the conduct inculca- 
ted by the divine Author of our religion, far from 
feeling a due sense of shame for conduct so con- 
trary to their doctrines, have dared to arrogate to 
themselves the powers of Omnipotence, and with 
demon rage to hurl their direst anathemas against 
the most respectable inhabitants of our afilicted 
city. They have repeatedly declared from their 
pulpits, that the present calamity is a judgment in- 
flicted by God upon us, for the awful crime of frus- 
trating their endeavours last year, when, with med- 
dling officiousness, and jesuitical craft, they endea- 
voured to introduce themselves into power, and ef- 
fect a union of Church and State, which has been 
so wisely separated by our glorious Constitution. 
One would have supposed that the check they then 
received, was sufficient to have taught them, that 
the age of superstition and religious coercion had 
passed away, at least in this free country. That 
Americans had too long relished the enjoyment of 
liberty to submit to the tyranny of any man or body 
of men. They ought to have learned from that 
single fact, that, like the Pharisees of old, their 
reign is broken with the downfal of ignorance, 
when men begin to think for themselves. 

How impious! how horrible! and how revenge- 
ful! is their conduct!!! Weak and feeble worm! 
darest thou, with thy limited capacity, in thy trans- 
port of frenzied enthusiasm, to hurl the thunderbolt 
of heaven on each thy mad frenzy deems thy foe ? 
Darest thou, without trembling at thy impiety, take 
upon thee the character of the destroying angel of 
& revengeful God? Does net thy Bible teach thee, 
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that “all these things shall work together for good 2” 
and, however our weak and feeble minds may re- 
ceive calamities and misfortunes, they are directed 
by an infinitely wise and glorious Being, who can 
bring light out of darkness and good from the evil 
designs of men? Dost thou think it an act of jus- 
tice to punish the innocent for the offenders, the 
unconscious for the guilty? Does not thy duty to 
thy flock, teach thee to instruct them in the tender 
mercies of the Lord, to point to Him as their refuge 
in the day of distress ? and how can they look to him 


‘whom they hear represented as an unjust, a venge- 


ful and merciless being? Superstition, how gall- 
ing, how oppressive is thy chain! What millions 
have been sacrificed at thy unfeeling shrine! Thy 
path is error, thy march is darkness. Thou palsiest 
every finer affection of the soul: thy icy touch con- 
geals the milk of human kindness in every breast: 
Instigated by thee, the infatuated parent in the East, 
consigns his infant, unoffending offspring, to the 
flames of a furnace, or the wheels of an Idol; in 
others, dooms him to waste his life in a monastery ; 
and here, in this heaven-favoured clime, thy minis- 
ters strip him of his subsistance, and where thy 
arm of power cannot reach, thy hateful spirit 
spreads, and unable to afflict the body, thy ven- 
geance damns the soul. Thy wretched votaries fear 
thee, curse thee, hate thee ; but think not, they ever 
love thee: no, it is impossible. The slave con- 
demned to drag out a wretched existence at the oar, 
is far, far happier, than thy greatest, wealthiest, hap- 
piest votaries. But, thy reign is shortening, the 
glooms of night are dispelling, the shadows of er- 
ror recede, the light of truth begins to shine on the 
minds of men, the bulwarks of bigotry are shaken, 
and ere long, priestcraft, superstition and ignorance, 
shall be known no more, and mankind shall wor- 
ship their Maker according to the dictates of their 
own enlightened hearts, and not after the doctrines 
of men, or the dogmas of priests. 
ANTI-PHARISAUS. 
—_— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Epiror, s1r—I wish through the medium 
of the Herald, you would give me and the world, 
your candid opinion on the subject of the Devil. 
I am led to solicit this favour by reason of my own 
ignorance of the subject; the more I strive to ac- 
quaint myself the more I am bewildered. It seems 
almost absurd to allow him the attributes which 
the chiistian world allow him, because they rise to 
almost, or quite, infinity, and this, my reason, as 
well asrevelation, discards. I am likewise at a loss 
how to reconcile the Scriptures with the notion of 
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his personality, as. cannot com eive how he can ex- 
ist, abstractedly considered ; and yet there are some 
parts of Scripture which seem to give him a per- 
sonal existence, which 1 shall cite, and to which I 
wish you to give your attention. 

In Matthew iv. Ist to 11th inclusive, we have an 
account of the devils having power over the Saviour 
himself. Again, Job i. 6th to 12th inclusive, we 
have an account of Satan’s talking to God himself, 
relative to Job and his possessions. John xvi. 11, 
he is called a prince. In many places he is spoken 
of as possessing great power, as “the prince of the 
power of the air.” Enphes. ii. * God of this 
world,” &c. 2 Cor. iv. 4. We are also informed, 
that Jesus cast out devils from living men and wo- 
men. We are told in James iv. 7, “ Resist the 
devil and he will flee from you.” This, with other 
passages, scem calculated to convey the idea of his 
being an active, capable being. 

These passages I shall submit to your considera- 
tion, believing I have quoted sufficient, in order for 
you to understand me. It may be said, this isa 
subject which little interests us, as we have nothing 
to do with the devil, and ought not to have. I ac- 
knowledge the subjects of Deity and salvation ave 
much pleasanter. But the devil is noticed in the 
Bible, and much is said about him in the religious 
world, and I think ignorantly too. Now, if we can 
come at the truth respecting his character and 
power, it will not be uninteresting to the lovers of 
truth. By giving these passages a candid mvesti- 
gation, and spending your knowledge and judgment 
on the subject, you will much oblige your friend 
and subscriber, 5s— 

New-York, September 19th, 1822. 

REMARKS. 

It is a well known fact, that in proportion as man- 
hind are enlightened, the Devil is divested of his 
power and attributes. Ignorance and superstition, 
its attendant, have assigned the Devil a lofty sta- 
tion, and powers and perfections little short of an 
absolute infinite being. The Scriptures, however, 
represent him as a cowardly, timeserving deceiver, 
who supplies his want of power with his cunning, 
and who resorts to and depends on darkness and 
deception for success in all his enterprizes. It 
would be superfluous in this enlightened day, to 
enter upon a detailed confutation of the many ridi- 
culous and absurd opinions which ignorance and 
prejudice have fostered, and which are now in the 
last struggles of a natural, but violent death. 

In order, therefore, to meet the expectation of 
our correspondent, we shall notice, in order, the 
passages he has quoted. The word Devil occurs 
Jifty-one times in the Scriptures. ‘The word (in the 
plural,) Devils, twenty-five. These occur exclusive 
of others which evidently have the same, or a similar 
signification: consequently, we must suppose, that 
some principle, power, person, being, or thing exists, 
which is invariably alluded to when the word Devil 
is used. This appears to be the subject of inquiry. 

There exists a logical distinction between per- 
sons, things, and principles, But, it must be con- 
fessed, that, although each may be considered and 
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spoken of in the abstract, they, necessarily are as. 
sociated at times, and form a complex being. Moy 
isa thing, has power, principles, and Personality, 
and, we may add, a spirit. Strictly speaking, we 
cannot conceive of being without consciousness, ang 
vice versa. Now it must be conceded, that absiy, Cte 
edly considered, there is only truth and error—iche 
and darkness—good and evil. But it must bike. 
wise be admitted, that, however diverse tiese may 
be one from the other, so much so, that no fellow. 
ship can subsist between them, they may exist (o- 
gether, and be associated in one and the same per- 
son. No man in this mode of being is enlightened, 
to the utter expulsion of darkness. No man is jp. 
structed in wisdom, to the complete exciusion of 
error. And no man is advanced in goodness, so 
as to be free from all evil. God is the origin and 
end of all goodness ; for he 1s a Centre to which all 
His perfections tend. Every emanation from Hun, 
is like Himself, and cannot be dissipated in tine, 
vor space, but will return, having produced the end 
designed, and remain unalterably Divine. God js 
is a Sun, whose rays will warm and invigorate the 
remotest borders of His creation; until death js 
swallowed up of life, and sterility and barrenness 
shall blossom like the rose of Sharon, and the lilly 
of the valley! 

What is the reverse of God? What is God? Heis 
not light, for He dwelleth in, and produceth, by His 
presence, light. He is “the Father of lights, with 
whom there is neither variableness nor shadow of 
turning.” “Gopnis a Spirit!” What is a Spi- 
rit?) Ans. We do not know what a Spirit is; but 
we know what a Spirit is not! “No man hath seen 
God at any time.” From whence we infer, that no 
man can see a pure Spirit. In the language of an 
apostle, “ For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: Now I know in part; ut 
then shall I know even as alsol am known.” Man 
by searching cannot find out God. He cannot know 
the Almighty to perfection. The reason is obvi- 
ous. “Gop ts a Spirit!” Now, the reverse of 


God is darkness, error, impotence, ignorance, and 


evil. These are the essential properties of the De- 
vil; and, alas! the possessive properties of man! 
We are assured, that the kingdom of the Devil is a 
kingdom of darkness, and no wonder that those who 
are bewildered in this dark kingdom should gnash 
their teeth, and gnaw their tongues from the pain of 
uncertainty. The kingdom of God is a kingdom of 
light, where brilliant prospects fill the mind with 
peace, and all is life, and love! 

Having seen the greatest contrarieties in creation, 
it remains to consider, how far the possession of 
properties go to identify the possessor with them; 
and how far the nature or quality of the possession, 
can be assimilated with, and, in a qualified sense, 
give a character to the possessor. Let it be re- 
membered, that man is a being pronounced good ! 
That light and darkness, truth and error, good and 
evil, however man may be affected by them, that 
he, abstractedly considered, is man without them. 
Man at his creation was neither good nor evil of 
himself. “His being and qualities were independest 
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of his thoughts, wishes, and actions. It was when| evening of the 17th, and opened the council with 
man began to act, of himself, independent of, and | solemn and devovt prayer, by Br. Samuel C. Love- 
jn opposition to, the God who made him, that he} land. And, 


coased to act like a man, who was good, and con- 
ducted like a Devil, who is evil! “Man was made 


Ist. Chose Br. Hosea Ballou, Moderator. 
2d. Chose Br. S. C. Loveland and Br. Hosea Bal- 


upright, (good) but he sought out many inventions.” | lou, 2d. Clerks. 


Now it is not the character of a perfect being, one 


3d. Proceeded to read and examine the letters 


who is perfect in all the qualifications necessary to from various societies, and the credentials of the 
constitute a powerful, wise, and good being, to seek | delegates, which furnished just occasion for rational 
inventions, for the plainest reason in the world; he | joy of heart, and gratitude to our common Father 


knows all that can be known; there is nothing to] i 


n heaven, for the prosperity which he has kindly 


seek out; desire is swallowed up in fruition. But] sent to our Sion the year past. 


this was not the case with man. He was good. 


4th. Pursuant to requests from Societies in Cam- 


But he had neither power to perform, nor wisdom | bridgeport, (Mass.) New-London and Wilmot, (N. 
to direct. He was counselled by infinite wisdom.| H.) and Strafford, (Vt.) to be received into the fel- 


He chose rather to seek for himself, and Ais first act || 


owship of the General Convention, Voted that said 


was error. Error is the work of the Devil, say all. | requests be granted. 


Then, say we, unless man is a Devil, it is not the 


5th. Chose Brs. Sebastian Streeter, Hosea Ballon, 


work of man! Let the offender be punished, and| and Russell Streeter, a committee to attend to re- 
the innocent go free! We read, “ God will render | quests, either for letters of fellowship, or for ordina- 
to every man according to his deeds.” We do not| tion, and to report thereon. 


read that God will render unto man according to 


6th. Adjourned until the morning of the 18th, at 


the deeds done by the Devil. We enter our pro-| eight o’clock, A.M. Prayer by Br. Elias Smith. 


test against that doctrine, which would punish man 


7th. Met on the morning of Wednesday ; Prayer 


for the deeds of the Devil, or the Devil for the sins | by Br. Hosea Ballou. 


of man. The Scriptures declare, that the “ father 


8th. Called on the Committees which were ap- 


shall not bear the iniquity of the son, neither shall | pointed last year to visit the several associations in 
the son bear the iniquity of the father. The sou! | connexion with the General Convention, who gave 


that sinneth, it shall die.” Consequently, if the 


favorable representations concerning the good work 


Devil is a soul, and sins, he shall die! Our Saviour | of the Redeemer’s grace in the north, the south, the 


told the Jews, “Ye are of your father the Devil, 
and his works ye do.” He also said, of his disci- 
ples, “one of them isa Devil.” He called Peter 
“ Satan.” A convertible term with Devil. Now, 
are we to suppose that Judas, if he was the disciple 
alluded to who was called devil, was the father of 
the Jews spoken of? Or, shall we say, that Peter 
was their father? The reason assigned why Petes 
was a Devil, or Satan, was, “ because he savoured 
the things that be of men, and not of God.” It ap- 
pears from this, that men have an object in view 
different from God ; and that it is a Devilish object. 
Now if Judas was really a Devil, according to the 
acceptation of this word with many, the question 
arises, Why did Christ choose a Devil for his disci- 
ple? Or was Judas a man, when he was chosen, 
and did he afterwards become a Devil? If this 
was the case, it must be conceded at once, that men 
are Devils! If Christ came, as the Scriptures de- 
clare, to destroy the Devil and his works, will not 
the man Judas remain, after the Devil Judas is de- 
stoyed? Did not the man Peter remain, after the 
Satan Peter was destroyed ? 

Our correspondent, S. must wait another week 
for a direct investigation of the passages introduced 
for our consideration. (To be continued.) 

—~— 
GENERAL CONVENTION. 

Proceedings of the General Convention of Univer- 

salists, of the New-England States and others, 

in Annual Session, at Warner, N. H. September 

18th and 19th, 1822. 

The Ministers and Delegates comprising the Con- 


east, and the west. 
9th. Adjourned to attend public services. The 
order of the morning service was as follows :— 
Br. Kittridge Haven, the introductory Prayer. 
Br. H. Ballou, 2d. the Sermon from Rom. i. 25, 
“ Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and 
worshipped and served the creature more than the 
Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.” 

Br. Asa Priest, the concluding Prayer. 

Afternoon Service : 

Br. Sebastian Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. Elias Smith, the Sermon from Daniel, vii. 
13,14, “ And I saw in the night visions, and, behold, 
one like the son of man came with the clouds of 
heaven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they 
brought him near him, And there was given him 
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all peo- 
ple, nations, and languages, should seive him: his 
dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 
be destroyed.” 

Concluding Prayer, Br. John E. Palmer. 

Evening Service on Wednesday. 

Br. Russell Streeter, the introductory Prayer. 

Br. Sylvanus Cobb, the Sermon, from St. John, 
iii. 35, 86, “ The Father loveth the Son, and hath 
given al! things inte his hand. He that believeth 
on the Son hath everlasting life ; and he that believ- 
eth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of 
God abideth on him.” 

Br. Benj. Whittemore, the concluding Prayer. 

10th. Appointed Brs. John E. Palmer, Isaac 
Whitnall, and Asa Priest, a Committee to visit the 





vention met at the hall of Br. ——-George, on the 


Western Association, to be holden in the town and 
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county of Otsego, (N. Y.) on the first Wednesday 
and Thursday of June, 1823. 
1ith. Appointed Brs. Robert Bartlett, S. C. 
Loveland, K. Haven, and Elias Smith, a Commit- 
tee to visit the Northern Association, to be holden 
in Barre, ( Vt.) the first Wednesday and Thursday in 
October next. 
12th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, R. Streeter, and 
Joshua Flagg, a Committee to visit the Eastern As- 
sociation, to be holden in Waterville, (Me.) on the 
first Wednesday and Thursday in June, 1823. 
13th. Appointed Brs. H. Ballou, 2d. Elias Smith, 
and Thomas Whittemore, a Committee to visit the 
Southern Association, to be holden at Western, 
(Mass.) on the second Wednesday in December 
next. 
14th. Adjourned until Thursday, eight o’clock, 
A.M, Prayer by Br. George W. Brooks. 
15th. Thursday morning met according to ad- 
jouroment. 
Prayer by Br. Lemuel Willis. 
16th. The Committee appointed to consider re- 
quests for letters of fellowship or ordination, report- 
ed that it is expedient to grant letters of fellowship to 
Brs. Thomas F. King, city of New-York, Linus S. 
Everett, and Joseph Bradley, Hudson, (N, Y.) Le- 
muel Willis and Dolphus Skinner, Reading, Vt.; 
Hiram B. Clark, Brookfield, Mass.; Asa Wheaton 
and Massena B. Ballou, Boston, Mass. ; Hubbard H. 
Winchester, Halifax, Vt. and George W. Brooks. 
17th. Voted to accept the above report. 
18th. Adjourned to attend public services. 
Order of the Morning Service. 
Br. S. C. Loveland, the introductory Prayer. 
Br. S. Streeter, the Sermon, from 1 Jobn iii. 3, 
“ And every man that hath this hope in him purifi- 
eth himself, even as he is pure.” 
Br. D. Skinner, the concluding prayer. 
Order of the Afternoon Service. 
Br. Joshua Flagg, the introductory prayer. 
Br. H. Ballou, the Sermon, from Psalms xivi. 4, 
“ There is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God,” ‘ 
Br. R. Bartlett, the concluding prayer. 
Order of the Evening Service. 
Br. R. Streeter, the introductory prayer, 
Br. I. Whitnall, the Sermon, from Acts xx, 32, 
* And now, brethren, I commend you to God, and 
to the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified.” 
Br. H. H. Winchester, the concluding prayer. 
19th. Appointed Br. H. Ballou to arrange the 
Minutes of this session and accompany the same 
with a Circular Letter, and to publish the whole in 
the Universalist Magazine as soon as convenient. 
20th. Voted to request the Editors of ail the pe- 
riodical papers of our order, to insert the Minutes 
and Circular at large in their respective publica- 
tions, 
2ist. Adjourned the General Convention, to be 
holden in Clintan, N. Y. on the third Wednesday 
and Thursday in September, 1833, 


Prayer by our aged and much respected brother 

William Fairwell. 
HOSEA BALLOU, Moderator. 
Samven C. Lovetanp 
Hosea Baxtov, 2d. ; Clerks. 
CIRCULAR. 

The Genéral Convention of Universalists, to the 
various churches and societies in its social relation, 
to all who wish well tothe cause of universal, impar- 
tial benevolence and grace, and especially to those 
who are employed by the Shepherd and Bishop of 
souls, to feed the flock of God with the bread ang 
water of life, sends affectionate salutations of fratey- 
nal love and Christian fellowship. 

Brethren—On no former occasion has the Gene- 
ral Convention realized, more sensibly, occasions of 
joy and felicitation. The council was more nume. 
rous than usual, and the information which was ob- 
tained, from various parts of our highly favoured 
country, was such as gave great joy of heart, com- 
forting the brethren and strengthening their hands, 
No sooner did the brethren come together and reci- 
procate the affectionate salutations of Christian fel- 
lowship and love, than the desirable effects of a 
uniting spirit were visible in every countenance, as 
they were sensibly felt in every heart. The great- 
est harmony and the warmest brotherly love pre- 
vailed throughout the whole session, directing ow 
consultations and bringing them to most happy re- 
sults, in which the entire unanimity of the body was 
manifest. 

The public exercises were attended by numerous, 
crowded, and respectable assemblies, and a double 
portion of the spirit of grace and truth evidently 
possessed the hearts and lips of those who adminis- 
tered in holy things; and it was a most grateful 
sight to see the earnest and solicitous attention of 
congregations so numerous, to fervent prayers, sup- 
plications, intercessions, and the giving of thanks 
for all men, which were offered to the throne of 
mercy, in the sanctuary, and to the doctrine of ever- 
lasting life, which dropped like the rain, which dis- 
tilled like the dew, like small rain upon the tender 
herb, and like showers upon the grass; while tears 
of gratitude, to him who loved the world and sent 
us salvation by Jesus Christ, copiously flowed from 
a thousand eyes, while as many hearts were made 
the lively tablets of that law of love to God and 
man, on which hang all the law and the prophets. 
One spirit, one mind, and one heart gave life and 
energy to public devation, and caused many to rea- 
lize haw good and how pleasant a thing it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity. To these 
weighty and heart-cheering considerations it is but 
just to add, that the sobriety, decency, and decorum 
which characterized the multitude, presented a most 
favourable specimen of the effects of the doctrine 
ofthat grace, which embraces the eternal interests 
of all the ends of the earth. 

By epistolary and oral communications informa- 
tion was obtained, that in various parts, new socie- 
ties have been recently formed, which are des- 
titute of a competent supply of public gifts anda 





regular ministry, This circumstance necessarily 
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recalls to mind the words of the blessed Redeemer, 


A knowledge of what has, in past ages, taken 


«The harvest truly is great, but the labourers are place in the Christian world, whereby the fellow- 
few; pray ye, therefore, the Lord of the harvest,| ship of the church has been destroyed, its union 
that be would send forth labourers into his harvest.” | broken, and divisions and animosities introduced, 


It seems expedient that we recommend to our 
brethren, not to despise the day of small things, nor | t 
neglect assembling themselves together for social 
worship for want of experienced, public gifts. The 
Saviour has left us this gracious promise ; “ Where 
two or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them.” Live coals lose | t 
their heat by being separated, but, united, they 
burn with increased fervor. Selected portions of 
the divine testimony may be read to great profit, 


induces us, most affectionately and tenderly to cau- 


ion our brethren in the ministry, to direct all their 


energies of soul to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bonds of peace. Slight variations of opinion, re- 
specting matters of uncertain speculations were 
seized on by ainbitious, rival bishops, who loved 


heir own aggrandizement more than the honour 


of the Saviour, and made the means of divisions 
and parties, which in the room of following Jesus 
Christ, became the dupes of those whose ambition 


and a few words offered in fervent prayer, when the | they were devoted to maintain. The injurious con- 
heart is honest and sincere, will never be despised | séquences resulting from these divisions are record- 
by him who knows the heart, because the petition | ed in history, in lines of blood, and should serve as 
is not framed by the scholar. Many, very many | an awful admonition to us, that we never make our 
are the instances, in which a few sincere believers] speculative opinions the bond of Christian fellow- 
in the impartial grace of the Saviour, have met to- |} ship, but remember, that even the true faith, being 
gether in the spirit of truth, and enjoyed far sweeter | less than charity, should never be allowed to ex- 


comforts in their humble devotions, than are tasted | clude its superior. 


in crowded congregations, where empty eloquence 


Brethren, dearly beloved in the Lord, let us con- 


lulls to drowsiness a fashionable, but thoughtless | stantly unite our fervent prayers, that the happy 
multitude. These suggestions are not designed to} union in which we have so long prospered, and 
lessen a desire for public labours, nor to dissuade | which has rendered our little band so formidable to 
the brethren for earnestly coveting the best gifts ;] the common enemy, may for ever continue, unbro- 


but to incite to a due and proper improvement of 


ken and unimpaired, and extend the savour of the 


the means which a gracious Providence has fur- | aeme and doctrine of Jesus ta the whole heritage of 


nished for the promotion of the great cause of reli- 
gion, the spread of divine truth, and to sweeten the 


the Lord. 
Those who have just entered the vineyard of our 


enjoyment of Christian devotion. There is, indeed, | Redeemer, will accept our hearty welcome. Wel- 
great reason for encouragement; for our prayers] come brethren, to labours of love, to crosses and ty 


have been heard by the head of the church, and a 
goodly number of labourers have recently been sent 
into the Saviour’s vineyard. No less than ten pro- 
mising youths received letters of fellowship, to 
preach the glad tidings of the Saviour’s kingdom, at 
this season of the General Convention ; and they are 
recommended to the affections and patronage of our 
believing brethren at large, and to all our Societies, 
our prayers also accompanying them, that they may 
be faithful and successful in the arduous, but delight- 
ful labours of the ministration of reconciliation. 
For our further encouragement, we may notice the 
happy comparison between our present standing and 
our situation when some of our oldest public labourers 
first commenced in the ministry. ‘Then, not more 
than four or five individuals were engaged in the 
ministry of universal, impartial grace, in our coun- 
try, nor Were our societies more numerous; but in 
the short space of twenty-five years, marvellous 
things have astonished the observing mind. Then 
was the name of a Universalist an odium, and the 
doctrine he professed denounced as a most danger- 
ous heresy; at this time it is the only prevailing 
doctrine, and is doubtless the general sentiment of 
enlightened Christians throughout New-England, 
and is fast advancing in the south and in the west, 
while societies are every where springing up, and 
public labourers are yearly multiplied. The Lord 
has truly and effectually said to his Zion, “ lengthen 
thy cords, strengthen thy stakes, break forth on the 


crowns. A fervent solicitude is felt for your pros- 
perity and usefulness, and we deem it expedient to 
warn you against the wiles of that enemy which 
sows discord among brethren. Having lived and 
received your religious educations in different parts 
of the country, and under the instructions of those 
who perhaps differ in some unessential points, you, 
no doubt, may have ideas different from each other ; 
but all this may turn to your advantage, and to the 
advancement of the cause of truth, if you are cau- 
tious to let no difference of opinion operate to alien- 
ate your affections from each other. Be advised, 
therefore, to use every possible means to harmonize 
your affections, and to strengthen your union, that 
you may enjoy the sweets of brotherly love, and 
embrace each other in the bosom of that charity 
which is the bond of perfectness. 

That our opposers, of every class, who lavish on 
us the accusation of holding to a doctrine which is 
licentious, because it embraces the whole human 
family in the covenant of divine grace, may have 
no evil thing to say against us, let us duly regard 
the testimony of an inspired apostie, who says, “'The 
grace of God which bringeth salvation to all men 
hath appeared, teaching us, that, denying ungodli- 
ness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, in this present world.” The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
Amen, 

By Order, 





right hand and on the left.” 





HOSEA BALLOU. 
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A CONTRAST, 


In which the Bible doctrine and Universalism are compared, and the difference exhibited. By Prniay. 
per Kersey, Pastor of the First Baptist Church in Scipio. “ To the law and to the testimony: if 
they speak not according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.” Isatau viii. 20. 


PREFACE. 

By the call of his brethren, the author was employed to write upon this subject, with a view to ASSist 
a person, whose mind was entangled with the sentiment which is here opposed. This was performe; 
about three years ago. The present mode of management was selected with a view to exhibit the dif. 
ference in a fair and striking point of light. What was then written, has been examined by a numb; 
of the professed friends of Zion, who have requested that it should be prepared for the Press, and pre. 
sented to the public. And some circumstances have served to convince the author that it was duty th 
comply: yet not wishing to appear before the public without a humble confidence that he might promot. 
the interest of religion by so doing, he has omitted it, until the duty appeared evident. 

In the following work, some of those texts which are most pointed against Universalism are quoted, 
and the doctrine of Universalism is contrasted with them. In doirg which, it has been the object to 
present it without aggravation ; yet, to give it a true representation with an accommodation to the texts 

The reader is requested while he shall peruse these pages, to consider whether a doctrine can be Upi- 
versalism, without amowiting in substance to that which is here stated ; and whether it is not a contradic. 
tion of the texts. 

That this work may be blessed to the instruction, and benefit of souls bound to eternity, in enabling 
them to discover that preparation which is necessary, and bringing them to embrace that truth which 














SS 


will make them free, is the sincere desire and fervent prayer of the Public’s humble servant, 


Scipio, Feb. 12, 1822. 


THE AUTHOR. 


CONTRAST, &c. 


> Read the text in the left hand column, and then read the contrast in the right, and so proceed through the whole 


BIBLE DOCTRINE. 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and All the 
nations that forget God. Psalm ix. 17. 

Because I have called, and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand and no man regarded ; but 
ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would 
none of my reproof; I also will laugh at your ca- 
Jamity ; I will mock when your fear cometh; when 
your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruc- 
tion as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish 
cometh upon you; then shall they call upon me, 
but I will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but 
they shall not find me: for that they hated know- 
ledge, and did not choose the fear of the Lord: 
They would none of my counsel: they despised all 
my reproof. Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of 
their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 
Prov. i. 24 to 31. 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but 
the expectation of the wicked shall perish. Prov. 
x. 28, 


UNIVERSALISM, 

The nations, whether they are wicked or forget 
God, shall all enter into heaven. 

Though Christ the wisdom of God, has called, 
and ye have refused, though he has stretched out his 
hand, and no man has regarded, but ye have seta 
nought all his counsel, and would none of his re- 
proof: yet he will not laugh at your calamity, nei- 
ther will he mock when your fear cometh, and your 
fear shall not come as desolation, neither your de- 
struction as a Whirlwind ; neither shall distress nor 
anguish come upon you. Then shall they call upoo 
him and he will answer; they shall seek him and 
find him: And though they hated knowledge, and 
did not choose the fear of the Lord, and would none 
of his counsel, and despised all his reproof, yet they 
shall not eat of the fruit of their own way, neither 
be filled with they own devices. 

The hope of the righteous shall be gladness ; anc 
so shall the expectation of the wicked. 

(To be continued.) 


REMARKS. 


The violation of the command, “ Thcu shalt not 
bear false witness against thy neighbour,” accord- 
ing to the Rev. Mr. Kelsey’s doctrine, has a penalty 
attached, no less than endless misery! Whether 
this clerical evil speaker, who so boldly “ bears false 
witness against his neighbour,” will have recourse 
to the doctrine or arguments of Universalists, to 
prove the certainty of his own salvation, we shall 
not pretend to say; but this much we do say, that 
if his own creed is correct, he will be damned eter- 
nally for this violation of the decalogue! Put moral 
turpitude, in this case, out of the question, we ask, 
What man of common honesty, of common honour, 
and possessed of ordinary sentiments of civilized 





propriety, would, unprovoked, except by the wick- 
edness of his own heart, wantonly assail, and in de- 
fiance of truth and facts, misrepresent altogethe 
the religious faith, doctrines and practices, of (ens 
of thousands of his equals, who never injured him, 
or by the least provocation authorized him to ovt- 
rage every principle in reason, and the most soles 
asseverations of the only living and true God! 
What conduct more base, than to accuse falsely’ 
To attempt to fasten upon a large community of 
professing Christians, a faith, doctrines and prac- 
tices, which they never sanctioned, nor regarded 
but with detestation! To publish to the world, 
with all the sanctimonious formula of Pharisais™, 








I} 





















































THE GOSPEL HERALD. 135 











principles and their conclusions, and with much 
oreteution to piety and holy grimace, aceuse those 
of denying the one and admitting the other, when 
the accused are not only innocent of the charge, 
jut detest the principles of which they are accused, 
., much as they abhor the wickedness which made 
the charge! We ask this Reverend calumniator 
to lay his hand upon his heart, and in the presence 
of the God that made him, to answer, When, and 
where, did you hear Universalists preaching the 
abominable doctrines which you ascribe to them ? 
We demand of you testimony to prove your wicked 
charges, and assure you, that you will shortly be 
convinced by experience, that Universalists both 
believe and teach, that “tribulation and anguish 
shall be upon every soul of man that doeth evil!” 

The first passage introduced and contrasted with, 
what Mr. K. calls Universalism, we think will trou- 
ble him: namely, “ The wicked shall be turned in- 
to hell, and al! the nations that forget God.” Ps. 
ix. 17. Mr. K, will please to recollect, The pas- 
ase does not read, The wicked shall be turned into 
bell, if they do not repent, if they are not of the 
det! No! The wicked shall, &c. Let Mr. K. 
aswer. Is it wicked to bear false witness? If so, 
depend upon it, you, if you bear false witness, will 
be turned into Hell! And, Rev. Sir, you may also 
be assured, that this is Universalism, any thing you 
can say to the contrary, notwithstanding! To con- 
vince you, Sir, that we are sincere in our belief, you 
shall be accommodated with a case in point. Da- 
vid declares, Ps. Ixxxvi. 13. “ Great ts thy mercy 
toward me; and thou hast delivered my soul from 
the lowest Hell.” Now, Sir, to prove that David 
actually was in the lowest Hell, we have his own tes- 
timony. Ps. Ixxxviii. 6. “Thou hast laid me in 
the lowest pit, in darkness, in the deeps. Thy 
wrath lieth hard upon me,” &c. Again. Ps. cxvi. 
3. “The sorrows of death compassed me, and the 
pains of Hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble 
and sorrow.” ‘Thus, Sir, you see, that Universalists 
believe and teach, that “the wicked shall be turned 
into Hell; and all the nations that forget God.” 
We have produced from the Scripture our testimo- 
nies, and proved by them, that David was in the lowest 
Hell, in the lowest pit, and while there, he felt the 
pains of Hell. That God’s wrath was hard upon 
him, &e. Now, Sir, will you put your reputation 
to hazard, and risk the charge of being a “ Hell 
Redemptioner,” to deliver David from the lowest 
Hell? Whatever may be your decision in this case, 
we have David’s word for it, that God’s mercy is 
great, and that He delivered him from the lowest 
Hell! Of the nations who forges God, and are 
turned into Hell, David assures us, that they shall 
remember and turn unto the Lord!!! (See Ps. xxii. 
27. See also Ps, Ixxxvi. 9.) You, now, Sir, must 
be convinced of the falsehood of your first charge. 

Your next slander is placed opposite Prov. i. 24 
—S3l. Had you been actuated by a sincere desire 
to instruct others, and to promote the truth, you 
would have quoted the remaining two verses of this 
chapter. It is possible you were fully aware of the 


them. They read as follows. “For the turning 
away of the simple shall slay them, and the pros- 


perity of fools shali destroy them. But whoso 
hearkeneth unto me (Wisdom,) shall dwell safely, 
and shall be quiet from fear of evil.’ We are 
much obliged to you, Sir, for introducing this pas- 
sage. The whole of it reads well. It is when pas- 
sages are disjointed by unbelievers, who pervert the 
Scriptures, who “hate knowledge,” and despise 
reproof, that the “ simple are slain,” and “ destroy- 
ed by the prosperity of fools!!!’ We believe, Sir, 
and we teach it too, that all who “ hate knowledge,”” 
&c. “shall eat of the fruit of their own ways, and 
be filled with their own devices.” To prove this, 
Sir, we have only to point to your second slander 
which you have brought against us! You, Sir, are 
now “eating of the fruit of your own way.” You, 
Sir, are now experiencing the truth of the Univer- 
salists’ faith, that “ The way of the transgressor is 
hard.” 
Your third slander is opposed to Prov. x. 28. 
“The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but 
the expectation of the wicked shall perish.” We 
will inform you, Sir, of our hope. We hope that 
you, and all wicked men, who slander their neigh- 
bours, by “ bearing false witness against them,” 
will repent of your evil deeds, acknowledge your 
manifold transgressions, and turn to that God, who 
“is the Saviour of all men, especially of them that 
believe.” Sir, we have “gladness” in this hope. 
For we “ pray with faith, nothing doubting,” that 
God’s will, will be done, and “all men be saved 
and come unto the knowledge of the truth.” (J 
Tim. ii. 4.) Now, Sir, we appeal to you, and ask, 
whether it is not your “ wicked expectation,” that 
all Universalists shall be damned endlessly? If, 
Sir, you have gladness in this hope,.it will appear, 
that your own experience is the only evidence you 
can produce of the truth of your asseverations ! 
(To be continued.) 
—p>—— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
HYPOCRITES UNMASKED. 

It appears from a late meeting of the clergy of 
this city, that they have recommended the setting 
apart a day, to be observed by the citizens, in humi- 
liation fasting and prayer, for the calamity that has 
so heavily oppressed us. It appears to me, that this 
is very ill-timed. If our reverend clergy suppose 
that any benefit would be obtained by such a mode 
of proceeding, how comes it that they have not pro- 
posed it long ago, at the very commencement of the 
disease ? Why is it brought forth at this late period ? 
Is it not probable, that this is artfully made one 
means of regaining the popularity and influence, 
which they not long ago possessed to.a very great 
extent, but which, by their shameful dereliction of 
their duty, on the present calamitous occasion, they 
have very justly lost. 

It is a wise and cautious maxim, whenever ad- 
Vice is offered, to scrutinize the motives of the ad- 
viser, as well as the advice he gives ; for some men, 
under the plea of serving the public good, advance 





injury you would do your hypothesis by quoting 


their own private interest. It is an undeniable fact, 
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that during the prevalence of the fever, not even 
one of our well-fed and well beneficed clergy, have 
proffered their aid in the least instance for the re- 
lief of the afflicted inhabitants: so far from it, is it, 
that they immediately fled on the approach of alarm. 
Those, who unfortunately fell victims to the dis- 
ease, were suffered to go to their long home, with- 
out a prayer to cheer their dying hours, or a min- 
ister to prepare them for eternity. They were 
buried like dogs, and those, whom, in the hour of 
prosperity, they pampered and fed, with the hard 
earned reward of their daily labours, and whom 
they almost worshipped as gods, deigned not to 
bestow even a thought upon them. Is not this al- 
most incredible ? But is it not true? When mission- 
ary societies and Bible associations were all the 
rage, the but of the poor man, the dwelling of the 
widow, was daily, aye, almost hourly visited by these 
very men, for the purpose of subscriptions. Every 
man’s Zeal, virtue, religion, and piety were im- 
peached, if he did not impoverish his own family, 
for the conversion of the heathen; the bauble of 
the child and the watch of the man, swelled the 
list of contributions, and he who denied himself 
every comfort, and many of the necessaries of life, 
who exposed his life, for the want of necessary 
apparel, which his misguided zeal led him to de- 
prive himself of, for the conversion of infidels, was 
paid for the loss of his money, by the promises of 
salvation. Yet even those who in their erroneous, 
but well meant zeal, would have purchased the sal- 
vation of a single soul, with the loss of their lives; 
even these, when disease, poverty and want assailed 
them, in a Christian land and in a gospel country, 
were deserted by those who should have proved 
their comforters in the hour of affliction, who should 
have spoken peace to their agonized minds, and 
pointed their dying souls to the mercies of a Re- 
deemer’s love. 

“Ifthis be Christianity, (as the Indian said) give 
me Deism.” Let no one suppose from what I have 
said, that I am hostile to prayer and supplication. 
By no means; I would be much pleased, were every 
one to pray and invoke the tender mercies of hea- 
ven; but I would have this prayer in secret ; I wish 
not to make a pomp and parade of religion; it is 
generally the case, where there is a great deal of 
outward show, there is very little inward sincerity, 
and those who make a great profession of religion, 
almost invariably do it from an interested motive. 
The man who worships to attract the attention of 
his fellow mortals is really and truly a hypocrite at 
heart. Besides, if we proclaim ourselves Chris- 
tians, it becomes us, instead of repining and mur- 
muring at the events of human life, to bow in hum- 
ble acquiescence at the will of our Maker, con- 
vineed, that, under his protecting hand, no evil can 
befal us, and that nothing can take plaee which is 
separate from his wise designs, and all that he may 
design will finally eventuate in our benefit. Let 
the citizens of New-York, then, pray in their hearts 
and minds, and instead of making long pharisaical 
prayers, and hypocritical sermons, let them perform 





the active duties of Christianity, and relieve the 


miseries of those unhappy beings, who have bees 
driven from their homes and fire places by the « pes. 
tilence, which walketh in darkness.” Instead of 
making a pompous public meeting for the Purpose 
of deprecating the wrath of their Maker and con. 
pounding with Omnipotence, and pretending . 
false zeal for religion in their distress, let them 
reflect, that those prayers only, are acceptable, 
which are the spontaneous effusions of a devout ang 
grateful beart, and not the hypocritical and fearjy 
aspirations of a terrified soul. One word more ane 
I shall conclude. Above all things, let them care 
fully reflect, that the moment they give up the fre 
exercise of their judgment, and yield implicit faixp 
to the dogmas and doctrines of any set of men, jp 
that moment, they pave the way for a tyranny mor 
oppressive and cruel than Nero ever exercised, o 
the meanest mortal endured. PLEBAMICts, 
P.S. Is it not a disgrace to our country and 2. 
most a paradox, considering our free condition as, 
nation, that the motives and conduct of the officers 
of government, from the President down to th: 
meanest public functionary, may be censured, serv. 
tinized, and condemned with impunity ; while the 
whole body of the clergy may act with impunity, 
fearless of censure and sure of applause ? Shrouded 
under the safeguard of their pulpits, they may set 
the world at defiance and vilify the character of 
any men, when, should a plain layman dare to a- 
tack them, and even question their conduct, he is 
held up to public execration and immediately ée- 
nounced as a foe to Christianity. Too many vel! 
meaning men, who are priestridden, consider 
the man and his religion as inseparably joined, and 
he who attacks the one they think injures the vital 
interests of the other. It is a lamentable fact, that 
several of the Editors of this city have declined 
publishing the above communication, from a fea 
of irritating the reverend clergy, at the same time 
that they gave their unqualified assent to the truth: 


it contained. 
—>_——_ 


THE BLIND RECEIVING THEIR SIGHT. 

Our Br. Bigelow writes from Palmyra, (Ohio) 
that they had in their Association, which lately con- 
vened, seven members, who a short time since were 
Methodist Class-leaders! Our Br. Bigelow ais, 
“ Eight years ago I was alone in this State, and 
now, within our two Associations, there are more 
than three thousand members, and about the same 
number south of us! We gave a letter of fellow- 
ship to a neighbour of mine, who three months 
since was a Methodist exhorter. We have two ot 
their preachers Uesides, who for a long time wert 
elders in their church, and many of their member‘ 
have joined us. We are not disposed to exult in @ 
boasting maimer, but if they were to obtain so much 
as one son or daughter of a Universalist, they would 
proclaim it far and wide!! 
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